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Dear Sir/Madam

Cummennabuddoge Wind Farm — Environmental Impact Assessment Proposed Scope
of Work

Atmos Consulting Ltd (‘Atmos’), acting as agent on behalf of Cummeennabuddoge Wind
Designated Activity Company (DAC) (for and on behalf of Coillte CGA and SSE Renewables)
(‘the Applicant’) has prepared a Scope of Works Report to inform a consultation process for
the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) to support a future planning application
in relation to a proposed wind farm located on land at Clydaghroe and Cummeenabuddoge,
Clonkeen, County Kerry (the ‘Proposed Development’).

This letter and enclosed report are being issued to you as part of the consultation process for
the EIAR.

This document does not represent a formal Request for a Scoping Opinion, but an informal
request for seeking your views to the scope of the various assessments.

We would be interested in receiving any comments or observations you may have on the
proposed development relevant to your area of expertise.

Comments can be submitted by email to Richard.newsham@atmosconsulting.com by the
20th of October 2021. If you have no comments to make, | would be grateful if you would
please acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Yours sincerely

Lz

Richard Newsham BSc (Hons)
Project Manager
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1.2

1.3

Cummennabuddoge Wind Farm

Infroduction

Overview

Atmos Consulting Ltd (Atmos), on behalf of the Cummeennabuddoge Wind
Designated Activity Company (DAC) (for and on behalf of Coilte CGA and SSE
Renewables) (the Applicant) has prepared this Scope of Works Report to inform a
consultation process for the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) to support
a future planning application in relation to a proposed wind farm located on land at
Clydaghroe and Cummeenabuddoge, Clonkeen, County Kermry (the ‘Proposed
Development’).

The Proposed Development consists of up to 19 wind furbines and associated
infrastructure including electrical fransformers, hardstandings, access roads, borrow pits,
110 kV grid connection and a 110kV air-insulated substation.

The majority of the Proposed Development is located within the planning authority area
of Kerry County Council, with a proportion of the grid connection route within the
planning authority area of Cork County Council.

The Proposed Development Site (‘the Site’) is shown on Figure 1.

This document does not represent a formal Request for a Scoping Opinion, but an
informal request for seeking your views to the scope of the various assessments.

We would be interested in receiving any comments or observations you may have on
the proposed development relevant to your area of expertise.

The Applicant

The shareholders of Cummeennabuddoge Wind DAC are Coillte CGA and SSE
Renewables. Both companies have been involved in building and operating wind farm
projects in Ireland over the past 10 years and are currently working in a co-
development arrangement across a portfolio of projects that aim to reduce carbon
emissions and confribute to national and international climate change targets.

EIA Screening

The Proposed Development exceeds the thresholds for completion of an Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA), as detailed in the Planning and Development Regulations
2001 (as amended), Schedule 5, Part 2, Class 3(j).

As such, it is not proposed fo provide a report on the screening requirement for an EIA
but to proceed on the basis of considering the potfential effects of the wind farm
development through the process of Environmental Impact Assessment. The Developer
proposes fo accompany the Planning Application for the wind farm with an EIAR.

The European Commission’s, “Guidance on EIA Scoping" (EU 2001) notes the following
in Part A of the guidance,

“EIA is a procedure required under the terms of European Union Directives
85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC on assessment of the effects of certain public and
private projects on the environment. Article 2 of the Directive requires that;
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“Member States shall adopt all measures necessary to ensure that, before
consent is given, projects likely to have significant effects on the environment by
virtue, inter alia, of their nature, size or location are made subject to a
requirement for development consent and an assessment with regard to their
effects.”

Article 8 then requires that;

“The results of consultations and information gathered pursuant to (the EIA
procedure) must be taken into consideration in the development consent
procedure”.

At this stage the Applicant is progressing with environmental surveys and scoping the
extent of the assessments that would ultimately be presented as part of the EIAR.

Purpose of the Scope of Works Report

This Scope of Works Report is intended as a framework to facilitate statutory consultees
to provide feedback into the EIA process.

This report includes the following:

e A description of the Proposed Development;

e A summary of the existing environment and identification of sensitive receptors in
relation to the Site and the surrounding area;

e |dentification of the issues the Applicant proposes to assess as part of the EIA and
those proposed to be scoped out of the assessment;

e A descripfion of the proposed methodologies for those assessments; and
e The proposed structure and content of the EIA Report;

This Scoping Report is set out in the following sections:

e Section 1: Infroduction

e Section 2: Description of the Proposed Development;

e Section 3: Benefits of the Proposed Development;

e Section 4: Approach to the Environmental Impact Assessment;
e Section 5: Planning and energy policy; and

Section 6-14: Description of the potential environmental effects and discussion of the
baseline situation and the approach to the impact assessment.

Intfroduction to the EIA Team

Atmos have been appointed by the Applicant to coordinate the EIA and prepare the
EIAR for the proposed development. The relevant specialists included in the EIA Team
are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: The EIA Team

Atmos Consulting Overall responsibility for project management; EIA coordination; Ecology and
Limited Ornithology; Socio-economic Assessment; Population and Human Health;
Shadow Flicker; Telecommunications & Aviation Assessment; and

Gavin and Doherty | Wind Farm Civil Design/Grid Connection; Electrical Design; Health and Safety;
Geosolutions Reasonable Alternatives; Turbine Delivery Route Evaluation; Soils, Geology

25 August 2021
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Specialist Responsibility

(GDG) and Hydrogeology; Peat Stability & Management; Peat Stability Risk
Assessment; Water quality

Fionna O Regan Policy and Planning

SYSTRA Traffic and Transport

Brindleys Associates = Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
McCloys Consulting = Hydrology, Water Quality and Flood Risk

Hayes McKenzie Noise

Rubicon Heritage Cultural Heritage

Services

The Forestry Forestry

Company

Chris Mee Group Air Quality and Carbon (including carbon balance calculation
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2.2

Cummennabuddoge Wind Farm

Project Description

Proposed Development Site

Location

The Proposed Development Site (‘the Site’) is located on land at Clydaghroe and
Cummeenabuddoge, Clonkeen, predominantly within County Kerry, although some
grid connection infrastructure is proposed within County Cork. The nearest seftlements
are Ballyvourney and Millstreet (both in County Cork) located approximately 5km south
of and 7km north east of the Site respectively.

The Site is approximately centred on Grid Reference W 20399 83194 and occupies an
area of approximately 925ha, (shown bounded by the red line on Figure 1).

Land Use

The land use within the Site is entirely commercial forestry and is crossed by a number of
existing forestry tfracks. Lands within the red line boundary as shown in Figure 1 are
under applicant control. The site is drained by the Clydahroe River which flows east to
west along its northern boundary.

Planning Permission (Ref 20/1263) was granted on 30 March 2021 for a 100m high
meteorological mast within the Site boundary. This was erected in June 2021.

Environmental Designations

The Site does not lie within any areas designated for ecological or nature conservation
interest. However, the Site immediately adjoins and drains directly into the Killarney
National Park, Macgillycuddy's Reeks and Caragh River Catchment Special Area of
Conservation (SAC).

The Proposed Natural Heritage Area (PNHA) of Mullaghanish Bog is directly south of the
Site.

The Mullaghanish to Mushera Mountains Special Protection Area (SPA) is within 600m to
the east and south of the Site. Hen Harriers are the qualifying interest.

Environmental Designations in the vicinity of the Site are shown on Figure 2.

Site Design and Layout

The exact number, siting and scheme layout for the turbines will be decided as part of
the design and EIA process. Initial design work has identified a maximum layout of 19
turbines. Based on turbines available at the scale initially considered, the output from
the wind farm would be up to 114MW.

The layout of the Proposed Development will confinue to evolve throughout the EIA
process, with the aim of avoiding or reducing significant environmental effects as far as
reasonably practical. The site design has been carefully considered to balance
planning, environmental and commercial constraints.
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An initial desktop review of environmental and technical constraints has been
undertaken to date. This includes:

e Aninitial review of Ecological baseline conditions and potential impacts;
e Aninifial review of Landscape and Visual baseline conditions and potential impacts;

e Aninifial review and appraisal of the historic environment of the site and
surrounding areq, including historical landscapes and cultural heritage assets; and

e Aninitial desktop review of other baseline conditions for disciplines including slope
and gradient.

A preliminary layout of the Proposed Development is shown on Figure 3.

2.3 Wind Farm Components

Turbine

The exact rafing and design of the turbines is yet fo be decided. However, the initial
design is based on three-bladed horizontal axis wind turbines, each up to 200m above
ground level (agl) maximum blade tip height and a rotor diameter of up to162m.

Finalised turbine dimensions will form the basis of the assessments.

Access Tracks

The design and route of the proposed access tracks will commence following turbine
locations being finalised, ground condifions are confiimed, and environmental
assessments completed. However, existing forestry fracks will be utilised as much as
possible to reduce the need of proposed access track and thus reduce the
environmental impact.

Turbine Delivery Route

A number of components will enter the country through the ports including the blades,
fower sections and the nacelles. The furbine components will be delivered to site by
specialist transport vehicles to be assembled on site.

The Applicant is currenfly exploring the possible Turbine Delivery Routes (TDRs).
However, it is anticipated components will be delivered to Ringaskiddy Port, County
Cork, onto the N28, N40 then onto the N22 to Site enfrance (NGR W 14106 81485)
(Figure 1).

Borrow Pits

The Applicant is currently exploring the possibility of on-site borrow pits , the potential
impact of any borrow pits will be considered in the EIA.

Electrical Layout and Grid Connection

The turbines would be electrically connected to each other via inter-array cable
circuits.

The proposed onsite substation which would house transformers and associated switch
gear would convert the electricity generated by each of the turbines to an appropriate
voltage for onward fransmission over the grid.
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The Applicant is currently considering a number of options for a grid connection. It is
anficipated that an underground connection will be made to the existing 220/110kV
Ballyvouskil Substation.

The potential impact of construction of the finalised underground route and temporary
access frack will be considered as part of the EIA.

2.4 Project Phases

Construction

The construction of the Proposed Development is anticipated to take circa 18 months.
Subject to the ongoing design process, activities during the construction phase will
include:

e Extraction of aggregate for access tfrack, hard-standings and turbine base
construction (if borrow pits are utilised);

e Constfruction of new access tracks to reach the turbine locations;

e Consfruction of turbine foundation and crane hardstandings;

e Excavation of frenches and cable laying;

e Installation of wind turbines;

e Commissioning of site equipment;

e Installation of Grid Connection; and

e Site restoration.

Many of these operations will be carried out concurrently to reduce the overall length

of the construction programme. Post construction Site restoration will be undertaken at
the earliest opportunity to minimise potential impact.

Construction will be controlled through a Construction Environmental Management
Plan (CEMP) which will implement the specific measures including mitigation measures
detailed in the planning application to ensure good practice.

The construction methods will be described further in the EIA Report.

Operation and Decommissioning

The proposed operation of the Proposed Development is anficipated to be 30 years
after which the turbines will be decommissioned, and the site restored. Alternatively
planning permission for an extension to the permission or repowering may be
requested.
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3 Reasonable Alternatives

As set out in the EIA Directive, the EIAR is required to provide a description of the
reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are relevant to the proposed
project and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for
selecting the chosen option, including a comparison of the environmental effects.

This will include an assessment of the following:

e Alternative Sites. The EIAR will set out the reasonable alternative sites available to
the Applicant which will include details of the assessments carried out to identify the
Proposed Development Site;

e Alternative Design. The EIAR will set out the process and assessments that were
undertaken to arrive at the final infrastructure layout;

e Alternative Processes. The EIAR will set out the alternative technologies considered
and an assessment of their viability; and

e Alternative Mitigation Measures. [t may be possible to mitigate potentially
significant effects in a number of ways. Consideration of alternative mitigation will
be undertaken on a case-by-case basis as part of each assessment in the EIAR.
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4 Impact Assessment
4.1 EIA Process

EIA is a process which identifies the potential environmental effects of a development
and then seeks fo avoid, reduce or offset any adverse effects through design or
mitigation measures where possible.

The process is infended fo be iterative and runs in fandem with project design. As
potential effects are identified, the design of the project (for example, the number and
layout of the turbines) may be adjusted to reduce potential impacts.

The Applicant considers consultation to be a vital component of the EIA process and
will contfinue throughout each stage of the EIA, contributing to both to the identification
of potential effects and mitigation measures.

4.2 EIA Guidance

The EIAR will be prepared in accordance with Schedule 6 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (the Regulations), as amended, which setfs out the
contents of an EIAR.

In addition, the contents of Directive 2014/52/EU, which was adopted in the EU on 16
April 2014, amending Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain
public and private projects on the environment will also be incorporated in the
preparation of this EIAR (the 2014 EIA Directive).

The EIA will also be prepared with refence to appropriate guidance including:

e Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements
(EPA, 2002);

e Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact
Statements (EPA, 2003);

e Draft Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Statements (EPA, September 2015);

e Draft Advice Notes on Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, September
2015); and

e Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (EPA, August 2017).

4.3 Assessment Methodology
The Regulations outline the information that is required to be presented in the EIAR
which includes the following:
e Descriptfion of the development;
e Outline of the main design and layout opftions studied by the Applicant;
e Descriptfion of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by
the development;

e Description of the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development on the
environment, which should cover the direct effects and any indirect, secondary,
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cumulative, short, medium and long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and
negative effects of the development; and

e Description of the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and where possible
offset any significant adverse effects on the environment.

The assessments will be undertaken by a number of specialists with expertise relevant to
the potential impact being assessed.

The assessments will be coordinated to ensure that each follows a systematic consistent
approach, with each EIAR technical chapter following the same structure, specifically:
e A descripfion of baseline conditions;

e Prediction of potential effects including cumulative effects;

e Assessment of effects;

e |dentfification of appropriate mitigation measures; and

e Assessment of residual environmental effects.

The following sections describe these steps in more detail.

Existing Environment

Information relating to the existing conditions at the Site will be gathered through desk-
based assessments, consultation and site surveys. Using this information, potential
receptors will be identified, and the sensitivity of those receptors determined for the
lifetime of the project.

Agreement on survey methodologies will be sought from relevant consultees and the
information collection process and sources described in the EIAR.

Prediction of Potential Environmental Effects

The prediction of effects will be made using the known parameters of the Proposed
Development and through experience of similar projects. The prediction of effects
includes consideration of the construction, operation and decommissioning phases of
the project.

The effects during the decommissioning phase are anticipated to be of the same
nature and of no greafer intensity of that of the construction effects. Therefore,
construction effects are taken as encompassing decommissioning.

Assessment of Effects

As stated in the “Draft Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Assessment Reports’ (EPA, August 2017), the criteria for the presentation of the
characteristics of potential significant effects will be described with reference to the
magnitude, spatial extent, nature, complexity, probability, duratfion, frequency,
reversibility, cumulative effect and transboundary nature (if applicable) of the effect.

The classification and description of effects in the EIAR will follow the terminology
provided in Table 3.3 of the Draft EPA Guidelines (2017).

In assessing the significance of identified impacts, a number of factors will be
considered including:

e The magnitude of the impact, i.e., the timing, scale, size and duration of the impact;
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e The senisitivity of the environmental resource to change including the capacity of
the resource to absorb change;

e The likelihood of the impact occurring;
e The certainty with which the potential impacts have been identified; and

e Comparison with the do nothing alternative, i.e., consideration of the possible
changes in the environmental receptor should the project not to take place.

Individual methodologies for assessing effects will be explained in each of the technical
assessments. For some assessments e.g., noise, the predicted effects will be either
“acceptable” or “unacceptable”.

However, where the assessment is more subjective the effect significance will generally
be considered in the following terms as per the Draft Guidelines on the Information to
be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EPA, August 2017):

e Imperceptible: An effect capable of measurement but without significant
consequences;

e Not significant: An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
environment but without significant consequences;

o Slight Effects: An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
environment without affecting its sensitivities;

¢ Moderate: An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner that
is consistent with existing and emerging baseline trends;

¢ Significant Effects: An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity
alters a sensitive aspect of the environment;

e Very Significant: An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity
significantly alters most of a sensitive aspect of the environment; and

e Profound Effects: An effect which obliterates sensitive characteristics.

Potential Mitigation Measures

The strategies for identification of appropriate mitigation measures, as detailed in the
EPA EIAR Draft Guidelines (2017), will be followed in the preparation of the EIAR.
Identification of mitigation measures will follow the four established strategies specified
by that guidance: avoidance; prevention; reduction and remedy/offsetting.

The potential for environmental effects will be considered at every stage of the design
and EIA process with the design of the project refined accordingly to minimise or
eliminate impacts where practical.

The final design will be optimised systematically in response to increasing knowledge of
the site and potential environmental effects.

Where additional mitigation measures are identified, these will be outlined in the
specific technical assessments and follow standard techniques and good practice as
appropriate.  Mitigation strategies will include specific construction methods and site
operations.

Cumulative Effects

The potential cumulative impact of the Proposed Development with other relevant
projects in the area on the local community and human health will be addressed in
accordance with the guidance. This may include other wind farm developments, other
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renewable energy projects or any proposed project which could have the potential to
have a cumulative impact.

Inferaction Between Factors

The interactions between impacts on different environmental factors will be addressed
as relevant within the EIAR Chapters. This will be summarised in a matrix showing where
interactions between effects on different factors have been addressed.

4.4 Structure of the EIA Report

The EIAR will consist of four sections:
e Non-Technical Summary;

e Volume I: Main Text. This will contain the written outputs of the assessments. The
proposed structure of Volume | is shown in Table 2;

e Volume llI: Figures. This will contain the figures to support the text in Volume | ; and
e Volume lll: Technical Appendices. This contains the supplementary information and
assessments produced in support of the assessments presented in Volume |;

Arficle 3 of the 2014 EIA Directive states that an: “environmental impact assessment
shall identify, describe and assess in an appropriate manner, in the light of each
individual case, the direct and indirect significant effects of a project on the following
factors:

(a) population and human health;

(b) biodiversity, with particular attention to species and habitats protected under
Directive 92/43/EEC

and Directive 2009/147 /EC;
(c) land, soil, water, air and climate;
(d) material assets, cultural heritage and the landscape;
(e) the interaction between the factors referred to in points (a) fo (d)”
The assessments proposed relate to impacts on these factors in the following ways:

Table 2: Factors and Assessments

Population & Human Health e Socio Economics
e Land Use and Recreation
e  Visual Impact
e Noise
e Shadow Flicker

Biodiversity e Ecology
e  Ornithology
e  Forestry
Land, Soil, Water, Air & Climate e Soils, Geology and Hydrogeology

e Hydrology, Water Quality and Flood Risk
e Airand Climate

Material Assets e Traffic Impact and Access Route Assessment
e Aviation
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e Telecommunications
Cultural Heritage e  Cultural and Archaeological Heritage

Landscape e Landscape Impact Assessment

Table 3 outlines the proposed assessment chapter titles which would be included in the
EIA Report.

Table 3: Proposed EIA Report Chapter Titles

1 Introduction

EIA process and methodology (including scoping and consultation)
Project description

Reasonable alternatives

Planning Policy and Development Context

Population and Human Health

Landscape and visual impact assessment

Traffic Impact and Access Route Assessment

NV 0N oA WN

Biodiversity

o

Soils, Geology and Hydrogeology

11 Hydrology, Water Quality and Flood Risk

12 Air and Climate

13 Noise and Vibration

14 Cultural and Archaeological Heritage

15 Shadow flicker

16 Material Assets (including Aviation and telecommunications)

17 Interaction of the Foregoing

Non-Technical Summary

The Non-Technical Summary (NTS) will be provided, presenting an overview and
summary of the main EIAR using non-technical language.

It will be a standalone document presenting a clear and concise summary of the
existing environment, characteristics of the proposed development, a clear outline of
the potfential significant impacts/effects which could result from the Proposed
Development and mitigation measures adopted. It will cover the issues that arose in
sufficient detail so that the key issues and their implications can be clearly understood.
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5 Planning and Energy Policy

This section presents a summary of relevant policies that will be taken into consideration
to help inform the Proposed Development design.

The EIAR will set out the relevant policies that have been considered as part of the
assessments undertaken as part of the EIA. A separate Planning Statement will provide
a detailed appraisal of the Proposed Development against the relevant Development
Plan policies, natfional planning policy and other material considerations.

The EIA Report will also concisely reference climate change policy and the contribution
of Proposed Development to the Irish and European climate change goals and policy
targefts.

The Planning and Energy Policy EIA chapter will include a review of the relevant
planning and wind energy development policies included in the Kerry County Council
Development Plan and any emerging Development Plan.

The following national policies, regional and local policies will be considered:
e The National Planning Framework: Project Ireland 2040;

e Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future 2015-2030;

e Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Southern Region 2020;

e Kerry County Development Plan 2015 — 2021;

e Kerry County Council Renewable Energy Strategy 2012;

e Cork County Development Plan 2014 — 2021;

e The 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines;

e The Draft Approach to Wind Energy Guidelines, superseded by the Draft Revised
Wind Energy Development Guidelines published in December 2019; and

e Draft National Energy and Climate Plan 2021-2030.

It is recognised that both the Kerry County Council and Cork County Council 2022-2028
Local Development Plans are being prepared. At the time of writing the Draft Kerry
County Development Plan 2022-2028 will be presented to the elected members in
September 2021 with the Draft Plan going out for public display following this.

At the time of writing, the Cork County Development Plan 2022-28 is in stage two of a
four stage process with a Draft Cork County Development Plan 2021 being prepared in
accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended) and was on public display for 10 weeks from the 22nd of April 2021. This
public consultation period ended on Thursday the 1st of July 2021. It is anticipated that
the development plan will be adopted by April 2022.

The Planning and Energy Policy EIA chapter will include a review of the relevant
planning and wind energy development policies included in the emerging
Development Plans.
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Population and Human Health

This Chapter will consider the potential socio economic, tfourism recreation, land use
and human health effects of the construction and operation of the Proposed
Development.

The assessment on population will consider the current land use of the proposed site,
the current activities occurring within and in the vicinity of the site, local population
information, employment profiles, tourism, visitor attractions and community gain
opportunifies.

The assessment on human health will include a literature review of studies and research
carried out on the potential effects of wind farm developments on human health.

Methodology and Guidance
The following guidance and information is of relevance in relation to the Population
and Human Health assessment:

e EPA Guidelines - Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports, Draft August 2017 (EPA, 2017);

e Revised Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Statements, Draft September 2015 (EPA, 2015);

e |IWEA Best Practice Guidelines for the Irish Wind Energy Industry 2012;

e Kerry County Development Plan 2015-2021;

e Cork County Development Plan 2014 — 2021;

e County Kerry: A socio-economic profile (Health Service Executive, 2015);
e County Cork: A socio-economic profile (HSE, 2015);

e Cenfral Statistics Office (CSO) information;

e OSI mapping and Aerial Photography; and

e Fdilte Ireland Information.

Existing Environment

The site is located in a rural area with land use on Site dominated by commercial
forestry, and therefore having a low recreation and tourism potential. No public Rights
of Way cross the Site.

There are separate health profiles available for all local authority areas. The most recent
profile published for both Kerry and Cork are from 2015 (HSE). These will be used 1o
establish a community health profile for the proposed wind farm.

Potential Effects

Renewable energy developments have the potenfial to bring a number of socio-
economic benefits, including contribution to tackling climate change, reducing carbon
emissions, providing electricity, generating an income to the owner(s) and creating
jobs.

The majority of the economic activities are associated with consfruction of the
Proposed Development. The operation of the Proposed Development also has the
potential to result in a number of impacts.
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Given the short-term nature of decommissioning this is scoped out from further
consideration.

There would also be the potfential for a number of indirect effects on the local
economy through the supply of goods and services to the development particularly
during construction.

Impact Assessment

The EIA would consider the potential impact the Proposed Development on the Socio
Economics of the area.

It would focus on the key phases of the Proposed Development which are;

Table 4: Wind Farm Lifecycle

Phase Activity

Construction Turbine manufacture; including the tower, blades and infernal
components

Balance of plant; including activity and supplies required to install
completed turbines; and

Grid connection; including connection of installed turbines to the

electricity grid.
Operations & Turbine maintenance; such as turbines that are operated and
Maintenance maintained by the turbine manufacturer for a warranty period or those
maintained by contract or by technicians working for the owner of the
wind farm.

Site maintenance; including routine tasks such as maintaining site
access tracks and bridges, maintaining drainage ditches and repairing
gates and fences.

Decommissioning There will also be further economic impacts at the decommissioning
stage, typically after 30 years operation, where the site will be returned
to its original condition

The scale of significance will be described as per the ‘Draft Guidelines on the
Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports’ (EPA, August
2017) to assess the potential and residual effects of the Proposed Development against
baseline conditions. The assessment process aims fo be objective and quantifies effect
as far as possible; however, some effects can only be evaluated on a qualitative basis.

In terms of socio-economic factors, potential effects would be significant if the
Proposed Development resulted in fundamental or material changes in population,
structure of the local community or local economic activity during the construction,
operation or decommissioning phases.

The assessment of human health for the proposed development will follow the
approach set out in the EPA 2017 Guidelines, Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An
Bord Pleandla on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment (August 2018) and in
the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Implementation Guidance.

In summary, EPA 2017 Guidelines (which also refer to the Commission’s SEA
Implementation Guidance) advise that:

“in an EIAR, the assessment of impacts on population & human health should refer to
the assessments of those factors under which human health effects might occur, as
addressed elsewhere in the EIAR e.g. under the environmental factors of air, water, soil
etc.”
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/ Landscape and Visuadl

This chapter setfs out the proposed approach to assessing the potential effects of the
Proposed Development on landscape character and visual amenity through a
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA).

The LVIA will consider direct and indirect effects on landscape resources, landscape
character, the implications for designated landscapes and wild land, and cumulative
effects, i.e., the incremental effects of the Proposed Development in combination with
other existing and proposed developments including wind farm developments.

It will examine the nature and extent of effects arising from the infroduction of the
proposed furbines, as well as the ancillary infrastructure (i.e., access tracks, masts,
fransformers etc.) which will be assessed during both the construction and operational
phases of the Proposed Development.

The LVIA will consider direct and indirect effects on landscape resources, landscape
character, and designated landscapes and the nature and extent of effects on existing
views and visual amenity.

The effects of the proposed turbines, as well as the ancillary infrastructure (access frack,
masts, transformers, grid route etc.) will be assessed during the construction and
operational phases of the Proposed Development. The LVIA will also consider
cumulative effects i.e. the incremental effects of the Proposed Development in
combination with other wind farm developments.

Methodology and Guidance

The LVIA will be undertaken in line with current guidance and good practice to
produce a robust and reliable assessment. The following guidance will be referred to
where appropriate:

e EPA Guidelines - Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports, Draft August 2017 (EPA, 2017);

e Revised Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Statements, Draft September 2015 (EPA, 2015);

e |IWEA Best Practice Guidelines for the Irish Wind Energy Industry 2012;
e Kerry County Development Plan 2015-2021;
e Cork County Development Plan 2014 — 2021;

e Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government 2006, Wind Energy
Development;

e Guidelines for Planning Authorities;
e Spatial Planning for Onshore Wind Turbines — natural heritage considerations (2015);

e Siting and Designing Wind Farms in the Landscape Version 3a published by SNH
(2017);

e Third edition of the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA)
published by the Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental
Management & Assessment (2013);

e Assessing the cumulative impact of onshore wind energy developments, published
by Scottish Natural Heritage (2012);
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