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Introduction
Co-development partners FuturEnergy Ireland 
and SSE Renewables (SSER) are exploring 
the potential for a renewable energy project 
at Cummeennabuddoge in Co. Kerry and 
adjoining areas within Co. Cork. Although this 
project is at an early stage of development, we 
believe in communicating with our neighbours
from the start. Our aim is to develop responsible 
wind energy projects in a way that is good  
for us, good for society and good for  
our neighbours.

Our second leaflet on the proposed 
Cummeennabuddoge Wind Farm provides a 
detailed project update. We encourage you to 
take some time to read the contents. Should 
you have any questions or simply want to 
discuss the project in more detail, please get 
in touch with your local Community Liaison 
Officer (CLO) Brendan Twomey, whose contact 
details are on the back of this leaflet. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

An urgent need for renewable energy
The climate change crisis is driving Ireland’s 
increased need for renewable energy. At 
FuturEnergy Ireland and SSE Renewables, 
we want to play our part in helping Ireland 
generate 80% of its electricity from renewable 
sources by 2030 and achieve a carbon neutral 
economy by 2050. Our aim is to develop 
renewable energy projects in a way that 
balances the needs of the local community 
with the need to transition towards a more 
sustainable world.

Cummeennabuddoge Wind Farm has the 
potential to make a significant contribution 
towards county, regional and national targets. 
At a time when oil and gas prices are spiking 
due to global events, this project would also help 
Ireland to achieve greater resilience and security 
in our energy system. There are local benefits 
too: the proposed Cummeennabuddoge 
development would make a significant 
contribution to the local economy via rates 
contributions, community benefit funds and 
enhanced recreational amenities.

Project Update

Initial Turbine Layout 
Guided by an initial desk-based review and 
available information, the first layout, Design 
Iteration 1 (right), includes 19 wind turbines. 
These turbines would generate enough clean 
electricity to power around 83,000 homes and 
save approximately 128,000 tonnes of harmful 
CO2 emissions per annum, which would have 
otherwise been created by the generation of 
electricity from fossil fuels.

The location and alignment of site infrastructure, 
such as site roads, crane hardstands and the 
substation, will be developed following the next 
design phase.

A final layout will include any changes required 
following completion of all site surveys, site 
investigations and analysis and will also 
incorporate community and general stakeholder 
feedback where possible. The final layout 
provides the basis of the planning application 
and Environmental Impact Assessment  
Report (EIAR). 

Environmental Surveys and Studies
The environment is extremely important to us. 
Thorough studies and surveys in and around the 
site are essential for us to design a wind farm 
that respects the surrounding environment.  
The following field studies are progressing well:

•	 Biodiversity 
	 Habitat surveys, protected species surveys 

(mammal and Kerry slug) and aquatic 
surveys (including freshwater pearl mussel 
and watercourses) were completed by 
September 2021. Two years of bat activity 
surveys were collected from 2019 to 2021. 
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Figure 1  Design Iteration 1: Map of the proposed turbine layout 
at this stage of development
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•	 Ornithology 
	 Ornithologists have completed vantage 

point surveys (six VPs), breeding bird surveys, 
breeding raptor surveys, winter bird transect 
surveys, hen harrier roost surveys, breeding 
woodcock and red grouse surveys for the 
proposed development. Two years of bird 
survey work were completed from 2018 to 2020 
in accordance with Scottish National Heritage 
(best practice guidelines). Further surveys 
completed from January to March 2021. 

•	 Hydrology & Water Quality 
	 Baseline studies of water (groundwater and 

surface water) have been completed. The 
proposed drainage design is being carried 
out to ensure that there is no increase in 
downstream flooding as a result of the 
proposed wind farm. Due to the nature of wind 
farm developments, where all construction 
activities take place near the ground surface, 
impacts on groundwater are generally 
considered to be negligible.  

	 Surface water is the main sensitive receptor, 
and a detailed water quality programme has 
been in place since January 2021 which has 
captured a full year of data. The water quality 
monitoring will help identify any changes 
that may occur in the water environment as 
a result of the proposed scheme. A 60-metre 
setback buffer from watercourses was applied 
when developing the proposed site layout to 
reduce potential effects. 

•	 Geology
	 Preliminary peat probes were collected in April 

2021. This indicated an average peat depth of 
0.9 metres at the site. It is estimated that the 
site slopes are about 5%-7% inclination, which 
is within the range that might be at risk of 
peat slippage. However, the peat on site is of a 

quality that does not share the characteristics 
where there is significant peatslide risk. Peat 
depth and quality will nevertheless be factors 
in assessing peat stability across the site. 

	 Site Investigation works including detailed 
peat probing, trial pitting and drilling will 
commence following the next design iteration. 
This data will inform a detailed Peat Stability 
Risk Assessment along with the assessments 
contained in the Soils & Geology chapter in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report.

•	 Noise 
	 As part of the noise impact assessment, 

baseline monitoring of the existing noise 
environment was carried out over a six-week 
period from June 2021. Noise and vibration 
assessments will be undertaken for the 
construction and operation phases of the 
project that will help to inform the wind 
farm design.

•	 Cultural Heritage
	 When developing the site layout, the team 

applied an appropriate setback distance of 50 
metres to cultural heritage and archaeological 
monuments. Field inspections were carried 
out on all identified and accessible cultural 
heritage assets within the development 
boundary. A number of Record of Monuments 
and Places (RMPs), National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage (NIAH) and previously 
unknown assets were identified within the site 
from these inspections. Currently, no turbines 
are within proximity of any assets identified.

	 Further design iterations will take into 
consideration any RMPs, NIAH and previously 
unknown assets identified during field 
inspections, and the same 50-metre buffer 
will apply.

View of the site taken from Mweelin, looking northeast
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•	 Telecommunications, mobile and television
	 Wind turbines, like all electrical equipment, 

produce electro-magnetic waves that can 
interfere with broadcast communications. 
The installation of deflectors or repeaters 
can overcome this interference. The next 
design phase of Cummeennabuddoge 
Wind Farm will take into account nearby 
telecommunications links. 

	 The Mullaghanish Telecommunication Mast 
is located south of Cummeennabuddoge 
and has operators such as 2RN, Vodafone 
and ESB that provide TV, mobile phone 
and internet services. Initial consultation 
with telecommunication stakeholders has 
identified a number of links that intersect 
the site. Separation buffers have also been 
identified and will be taken into consideration 
as part of the next design process to reduce 
the potential risk of interference.

• 	 Environmental Impact Assessment  
Scoping and Consultation

	 Environmental Impact Assessment 
scoping is complete and the general Scoping 
Report will be uploaded to the project website: 
www.cummeennabuddogewindfarm.ie. 
This identifies all the factors that need to 
be considered in the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) submitted with 
a planning application. More than 50 
organisations were consulted including Kerry 
County Council, Cork County Council and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The project 
team will continue to engage with consultees 
throughout the EIA and design process.

	 Wind farms are typically considered a 
Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) 
if certain criteria are met. When a wind 
farm has a capacity greater than 50MW, 
An Bord Pleanála (ABP) must be consulted 
to determine whether the project is indeed 
SID or not. The project team met with ABP in 
December 2021 and will continue to engage 
with ABP following design iterations of 
Cummeennabuddoge Wind Farm. Should the 
project be classified as SID, an application for 
planning permission will be submitted directly 
to ABP in Autumn 2022.

Community Benefit Fund
Cummeennabuddoge Wind Farm has the 
potential to bring positive benefits to local 
communities. The project will provide significant 
funding for the local community in line with 
the new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 
(RESS). We will have more information on the 
Community Benefit Fund, including projected 
figures, in the next newsletter.

Next Steps
Spring/Summer 2022
-	 Ongoing site investigations that focus on 

environmental surveys and studies. 
-	 Finalise Design Iteration 2 turbine layout 

and issue Newsletter 3.
-	 Community engagement continues with 

CLO Brendan calling to houses in the locality 
	 (adhering to any Government Covid 

guidelines at that time). 
-	 Finalise Design Iteration 3 and proceed with 

Environmental Impact Assessments.

Summer/Autumn 2022
-	 Community workshops on any points of 

specific interest such as noise or ecology. 
-	 Final turbine layout. Detailed project brochure 

and virtual exhibition.
-	 Community information webinar.
-	 Community engagement clinics.



Contact Us
We welcome your comments and feedback on any aspect 
of this project. Furthermore, please call or email Brendan if 
you would like to be added to our mailing list.

Community Liaison Officer: Brendan Twomey
Telephone: 087 971 2151
Email: cummeennabuddoge@futurenergyireland.ie
Website: www.cummeennabuddogewindfarm.ie

Address:
c/o Coillte Office, 
Back of the Forge, 
Lower Main Street, 
Castleisland, 
Co. Kerry

info@futurenergyireland.ie
www.futurenergyireland.ie

A Coillte and ESB joint venture company


